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Emerging Civil War serves as a public history-oriented platform 
for sharing original scholarship related to the American Civil War. The 
scholarship we present reflects the eclectic background, expertise, interests, 
and writing styles of our cadre of historians. We’ve shared that scholarship 
not only on the Emerging Civil War blog, but also in the pages of the 
Emerging Civil War Series published by Savas Beatie, in other general-
audience and academic publications, at our annual Emerging Civil War 
Symposium at Stevenson Ridge, on our monthly podcasts, and even through 
social media. 

Our Emerging Civil War 10th Anniversary Series captures and 
commemorates some of the highlights from our first ten years.

This compendium includes pieces originally published on our blog; 
podcast transcripts; and transcripts of talks given at the ECW Symposium. 
It also includes an assortment of original material. Previously published 
pieces have been updated and, in most cases, expanded and footnoted. Our 
attempt is to offer value-added rather than just reprint material available for 
free elsewhere.

Between the covers of this series, readers will find military, social, 
political, and economic history; memory studies; travelogues; personal 
narratives; essays; and photography. This broad range of scholarship and 
creative work is meant to provide readers with a diversity of perspectives. 
The combined collection of material is not intended to serve as a complete 
narrative of events or comprehensive overview. Rather, these are the stories 
and events our historians happened to be interested in writing about at any 
given time. In that way, the collection represents the sort of eclectic ongoing 
conversation you’ll find on our blog. 

Editors’ Note



As a collective, the individuals who comprise ECW are encouraged to 
share their own unique interests and approaches. The resulting work—and 
the respectful discussions that surround it—forward ECW’s overall effort to 
promote a general awareness of the Civil War as America’s defining event. 

Another of ECW’s organizational priorities is our ongoing work to 
identify and spotlight the next generation of “emerging” Civil War historians 
and the fresh ideas they bring to the historical conversation. (Some of us 
were “emerging” when ECW started up ten years ago and have perhaps 
since “emerged,” but the quest to spotlight new voices continues!)

Most importantly, it is the common thread of public history and the 
ideals of interpretation that so strongly tie our seemingly disparate bodies 
of work together. America’s defining event should not be consigned to 
forgotten footnotes and dusty shelves. As public historians, we understand 
the resonance and importance history’s lessons can have in our modern 
world and in our daily lives, so we always seek to connect people with 
those great stories and invaluable lessons. Emerging Civil War remains 
committed to making our history something available for all of us—writers, 
readers, historians, hobbyists, men, women, young, old, and people of all 
races and ethnicities—and by doing so, making it something we can engage, 
question, challenge, and enjoy. 

Please join us online at www.emergingcivilwar.com.

*     *     *

Editors’ Note          xv

A Note About This Volume:
A navy veteran might call this a book of sea stories, specifically Civil War 

sea stories. Such tales—like fish stories, campfire stories, and aging-warrior 
stories—traditionally have about them elements of the fantastic and the 
fabricated. A true sailor would begin with, “This is no s**t!” Essays within 
indeed take place on the oceans, also on the beaches, in the harbors, and 
on the rivers of the Civil War. They are, however, comprehensive narrative 
history fashioned by talented public historians at Emerging Civil War; most 
have been published in the ECW blog over the last ten years. They have 
been updated, augmented, and compiled as a salute to those historians, to 
the anniversary of the organization, and to readers current and future. These 
sea, surf, and stream stories also contain features of the fantastic but with 
the virtue of being true.



Although the chapters are roughly chronological and can be read that 
way, these essays are self contained, which makes for good browsing in any 
order of interest. They address all naval theaters of the conflict: the wide 
oceans, the offshore blockade, coastal beaches and harbors, and heartland 
rivers. They touch on many topics from strategy, tactics, and technology 
to social and political issues as well as personalities great and lowly. They 
reflect a great deal of effort and knowledge over many years.

These essays do not, however, provide comprehensive or consistent 
coverage of battles, campaigns, or themes, representing as they do what 
interested the authors at the time they were written. The collection resembles, 
rather, a series of scripted strobe flashes illuminating fascinating corners of 
the historical cave. The Civil War was principally a land conflict, but it was 
not only that. Naval operations were not just peripheral or supporting but 
central to the story and often given superficial coverage in historical accounts. 

William T. Sherman wrote about a navy colleague: “Of course we will 
get along together elegantly. All I have he can command, and I know the 
same feeling pervades every sailor’s and soldier’s heart. We are as one.” 
Ulysses S. Grant noted regarding the victory at Vicksburg: “Without [the 
navy’s] assistance the campaign could not have been successfully made. . . . 
The most perfect harmony reigned between the two arms of the service.”

Devotees of both Civil War and naval history will discover unique 
perspectives on familiar events—from the water—as well as obscure tales 
filling gaps of knowledge and understanding.

“Nor must Uncle Sam’s web-feet be forgotten. At all the watery margins 
they have been present. Not only on the deep sea, the broad bay, and the 
rapid river, but also up the narrow, muddy bayou, and wherever the ground 
was a little damp, they have been and made their tracks.”
								        — Abraham Lincoln
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Photographing the War on the Water
by Chris Heisey

June 2022 marks 50 years since I began reading everything I could 
about our Civil War. My learning began just after my memorable first visit 
to Gettysburg in June 1972 as Hurricane Agnes dumped feet of rain to 
completely flood the sacred soil that long ago summer. I must admit, though 
that deluge of water was my baptism into Civil War study, I ironically have 
read very little about vital naval operations in the Civil War. 

When I was a kid, water was a constant source of my recreation. Every 
summer, my two-day beach trip to New Jersey was a cherished vacation 
of floating upon the chilly waves as the July sun sizzled my hide like fried 
bacon. A good sunburn was proof of being battle-tested at the beach back 
in those days before we knew better. When you returned to the small-town 
community pool, peeling like an onion, your friends knew you had done a 
heroic tour at sea. 

So, too, did I grow up near two water-filled quarries where we built 
ships out of wood and sank them with rocks as we were perilously perched 
high atop the rocky bluffs. It was dangerous work, but every ship had to be 
sunk no matter the risk.  

In winter, we played pond hockey there till our toes froze or fingers did 
first. But we never quit until a winner was had and losers went home with 
a score to settle on another soon-frigid night when we would play again 
under the faint light of flashlights and candles tied to the rocks. Games were 
always a battle to be won. 

Water has always earned a respectful fascination, so it is quite odd I 
have never made it my Civil War desire to study the great naval campaigns 
of the war. Maybe it’s time to make room in my head for the epic clash of 



Above: Sullivan Island, outside Charleston, overlooking the area where the 
Hunley sank Chris Heisey

vi: Fort Pulaski, Savannah, Georgia Chris Heisey

xvii: Fort Sumter, Charleston, South Carolina Chris Heisey

xx-xxi: St. Augustine, Florida  Chris Heisey

xxiv-xxv: Jekyll Island, Georgia, where The Wanderer landed in November 
1858 with the second-to-last shipment of slaves brought to America Chris Heisey

xxvi-xxvii: Morris Island, near the site of Battery Wagner Chris Heisey

xxviii-xxix: Remains of Fort Fisher, North Carolina Chris Heisey

USS Monitor and CSS Virginia and study ironclad warfare of the 1860s. Or 
perhaps it also time to learn about the great battle for Alabama’s Mobile Bay 
in August 1864. 

Certainly, it is also time to return to Fort Fisher near Wilmington, 
North Carolina, to see again where the Confederacy’s last viable port fell in 
January 1865 after a bloody fight on those sand parapets that face the Atlantic 
Ocean. Last time I was there, with camera and tripod in hand, a tropical 
storm was pummeling the beach with pushing surf and relentless rain. It 
remains the most challenging, most exhilarating Civil War photo shoot I 
have ever experienced. Had I not experienced water all through my youth 
and learned to respect the formidable almighty power it rightly has earned, 
I would never have been able to enjoy that battle where weather and water 
nearly got the best of me that not-so-long-ago June day at those hallowed 
North Carolina sands where the blue and gray fought so ferociously in the 
war’s ending days. 
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