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DOUGLAS S. FREEMAN’S Pulitzer Prize-
winning four-volume study on Robert E. Lee

remains the most thorough history of the man.
After spending so many years with his subject,
Freeman claimed he knew where Lee was every day
of his life, from his entry into West Point in 1825
until his death in 1870. In fact, there are many gaps
in Freeman’s Lee, and hundreds of sources
discovered in the decades since its appearance fill in
much of what we did not know about the general.
Charles Knight’s From Arlington to Appomattox:
Robert E. Lee’s Civil War Day by Day, 1861–1865
does for Lee and students of the war what E. B.
Long’s Civil War Day by Day did for our ability to
understand the conflict as a whole. This is not
another Lee biography, but it is every bit as valuable
as one, and perhaps more so.

Absent from the military histories of the war,
and even from most of the Lee biographies, is what
the general was doing when he was out of history’s
“public” eye. We know Lee rode out to meet the
survivors of Pickett’s Charge and accept blame for
the defeat, that he tried to lead the Texas Brigade in
a counterattack to save the day at the Wilderness,
and took a tearful ride from Wilmer McLean’s
house at Appomattox after the surrender. What of
the other days? Where was Lee, and what was he
doing when the spotlight of history was not there
to illuminate him?

Instead of telling readers what they already
know, Knight focuses on where Lee was, who he
was with, and what he was doing every day during
the war. The result is an entirely different
appreciation for Lee the man, husband, father,
friend, and general—a completely fresh sense of his
struggles, both personal and professional. Each
page, which includes detailed and helpful
explanatory footnotes, offers new gems of discovery
about Lee because the sources include rare
correspondence and papers from his family, his staff,
his lieutenants, and the men of his army.

General Lee intended to write a history of his
Army of Northern Virginia, but died before he
could complete his work. Much of what he would
have written will be found in From Arlington to
Appomattox, which is based on hundreds of first-
person accounts and thus recreates, as far as such a
thing is now possible, a Lee-centric study of what
the man experienced during the war on a daily
basis. Knight’s study is a tremendous contribution
to Civil War literature and one every student must
now consult before writing a word about the man,
the general, or his army.

About the Author:

Charles Knight is a native of Richmond, VA, where
he developed a love of history at an early age. He
has worked at museums and historic sites in
Virginia, Arizona, and North Carolina for more
than 20 years, and has given historical presentations
to audiences across the country. He is the author of
Valley Thunder: The Battle of New Market and the
Opening of the Shenandoah Valley Campaign, May
1864 (2010), and From Arlington to Appomattox:
Robert E. Lee’s Civil War Day by Day, 1861–1865
(2021). Charlie currently resides in North Carolina
with his wife and two children.

� Also by Savas Beatie �

MEADE AND LEE 
AT BRISTOE STATION
The Problems of Command and
Strategy after Gettysburg, from
Brandy Station to the Buckland
Races, August 1 to October 31, 1863 
by Jeffrey Wm Hunt

“Even veteran readers will find
much fresh material in this
narrative.”
— Gary W. Gallagher, award-winning
author and Nau Professor of History, 
University of Virginia

MEADE AND LEE AT
RAPPAHANNOCK STATION
The Army of the Potomac’s First
Post-Gettysburg Offensive, From
Kelly’s Ford to the Rapidan,
October 21 to November 20, 1863

by Jeffrey Wm Hunt

“Hunt not only brings much
needed attention to this period 
of the war, but does so in a clear
and gripping narrative.”
— Rob Orrison, Bristoe Station
Battlefield Heritage Park

Savas Beatie
www.savasbeatie.com / sales@savasbeatie.com

ISBN 13: 978-1-61121-502-1
Jacket design by www.mousematdesign.com

Jacket image: “The Gray Fox” by Bradley Schmehl. 
Used with permission bradleyschmehl.com

I S B N 978-1-61121-502-1

9 7 8 1 6 1 1 2 1 5 0 2 1

9 0 0 0 0
Savas Beatie

989 Governor Drive, Suite 102, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
www.savasbeatie.com / sales@savasbeatie.com

$39.95
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“Knight’s study will become the standard reference work
on Lee’s daily wartime experiences.”

— R. E. L. Krick, author of Staff Officers in Gray

“Charles R. Knight’s From Arlington to Appomattox: Robert E. Lee’s Civil War Day by Day is a

staggering work of scholarship based upon meticulous research. The entries are detailed,

illuminating, and well-written. Nuggets of information abound and will please the most avid

students of those crucial four years of Lee’s life.”

— Jeffry D. Wert, author of A Glorious Army: Robert E. Lee’s Triumph, 1862-1863

“I have reviewed this in some detail, and my first impression is that it is brilliant. The level

of detail and research is quite impressive, and it shows. The campaigns and battles are

presented in enough detail for people to understand, without getting bogged down in the

details. The monthly headings also help. I especially like how Knight brings forward the

administrative detail. This day-by-day look really gives one a sense of what it took to both

lead and run an army in the Civil War. Congratulations, this is just superb.”

— Chris Kolakowski, author of The Virginia Campaigns, March-August 1862

“Charlie Knight’s From Arlington to Appomattox: Robert E. Lee’s Civil War Day by Day is a

pleasure to read, and I learned many things from just perusing it. I think the whole project

is brilliant. . . . I got lost in all of the minute details (which I love).”

— Michael C. Hardy, award-winning author of General Lee’s Immortals: The Battles and
Campaigns of the Branch-Lane Brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia, 1861–1865

“This is great. The footnotes are very Freeman-esque—packed full of information.”

— Robert Orrison, co-author of To Hazard All: A Guide to the Maryland Campaign, 1862
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